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Linus Hoffart was born on September 2, 1928. Growing up with 
two brothers and five sisters on a farm near Eckelson, North Dakota, 
Linus was no stranger to hard work and developed a love for the 
land. In the early 1940s, both of his brothers, Mervin and Leonard, 
were drafted into the United States Army and went off to war. Linus 
wanted to join his brothers, but was too young at the time. “He 
always knew that he wanted to serve his country,” said his daughter 
Lisa.

After completing the eighth grade, Linus had to quit school so  
he could spend more time helping his father with the day-to-day 
chores on the family farm.  In 1950, Linus met Beulah Mellum at a 
dance in Ypsilanti, N.D. and three years later they were married on 
May 5, 1953. However, soon after the honeymoon, an opportunity 
arose for Linus to join the U.S. Army. Although he would have to 
leave his new wife, he felt the need to serve his country. He signed 
up and was stationed in Frankfurt, Germany.  Linus was part of the 
Army Rangers and later that same year; his unit was deployed to 
join the fight in the Korean War. Right before his ship reached the 
battlegrounds, the war ended and his unit had to turn around. 
“He always joked that the war ended because they knew he was 
coming to join the fight,” Lisa said. 

Upon his return, he 
and Beulah started a 
family on their farm 
near Eckelson. They 
have six children: 
Diana, Don, Cheryl, 
Janice, Jim and Lisa. 
Later, they moved to 
Jamestown and Linus 
continued farming 
until his retirement in 
1989. 

Throughout his life, 
Linus was an active 
member of the 
Knights of Columbus, 
Fraternal Order of 
Eagles, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (V.F.W.) 
and St. James Basilica. 
Every Fourth of July, he would don his uniform and participate in 
the Sanborn parade. “He was very proud of serving his country and 
being a veteran,” said Lisa.

CHI St. Alexius Health Hospice Program is proud to participate in 
the We Honor Veterans Campaign, a campaign developed by the 
National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization in collaboration 
with the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

As part of that program, each veteran hospice patient is recognized 
and honored for their service through a special pinning ceremony. 
During the ceremony the veteran is presented with an American 
flag pin and pillowcase.  “This presentation is performed similarly 
at traditional military ceremonies when honors are given,” stated 
Lindsey Lee, CHI St. Alexius Health is hospice coordinator. It was a 
very special day for Linus as his family and caregivers surrounded 
him. “It meant a lot to him knowing that people still remembered 
his service, even though it was over fifty years ago,” said Lisa.

Linus Hoffart passed away September 25, 2014, but his memory is 
very much alive.

Beulah and Linus surrounded by their children, listed from left 
to right, Janice Wanzek, Cheryl McPherson, Donald Hoffart, Jim 
Hoffart, Diana Auch and Lisa Omvig

Linus was stationed in Frankfurt, 
Germany during the Korean War.
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To learn more about the We Honor Veterans Campaign or how to become a hospice 
volunteer, please call (701) 530-4500 or (800) 223-1977.
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https://www.st.alexius.org/services/home-care-and-hospice/hospice



